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NOTICE 



THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 
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Edgar Hoovei *’ r . ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D C* • 

**"■•. “ ” •"■'* ♦ ' ’• 

Dear Sirs * 



?®* v $ ^ een ree<3in £ your "Masters of Deceit"- You^va A dnh'’^^Nl 

that have been nudged off of Mg? «nte^L fiS? 0 ? 1 ? "“fTk- 
about what's 
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in * e J V f not f c ® d all around us jnore and more peoplet!^ 

“d^rs! ? aa.’aus.* m®.?-, 

^^•y®.«saa.fc^«r u -s8%; acaH 

' t . - *- . '. . r ' 

* . , p . : * - _ • r **• >-;• - *-• 

Ft * y orth news reports on a sermon by Rev. Leat 

oSeSSS rf C^it C ;Mc“«e 1 ^.ra t ^, B :on?S 1 ^ 1,nCl i •°f - 

The good reverend doesn't go so far as to say*’* th a^€^^^ w 

le a red .f ro^oi^aiilatifn^ 
but we hear that this is so* local Inouimr Mii 



The good reverend doesn't go so far as to say^the^^^^sw 

le a red .f ro^ox^aiilatifn^ 

5w! e hesr ^ ^s ie so. local Inquiry fails to^fie?' «- 
dear answer, always we are Tefened toyou. AccordiLf^-£ 

iS^eS^nMi? 16 knowin * the f ecle, can y you* tell SJ^ifTki 
c ® xnmurii ® ^ r im or communist inspired organ! zationT - r . Ye ■ 

diS?«!£S reC i a i* r * celv J n « •• much Information aft can be?^ 
disclosed, or knowing where to request t same 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 




\ Mr. T.rr* 

I ?>. T: 

i T ! .-. r-v^a 

i .1. I- 

} c:^ • 



The situation looks SO hopeless dov/n here in Texas! The 
country seems to be heading; down the road to subjugation* 
I feel sorry for you, because I sincerely feel that you 
are one Of the few remaining patriots left in Washington. 



r 



•Doesn't the situation become almost overwhelming at times? 
. Especially with the Supreme Court rulings frustating you 
•• at every turn? * 



When the recent presidential election was in full swing, 
1 went around town with the sticker: Go Id water-Hoover or. 
my car. The only thing, you boys we ren J t nominated! (1 
trust you like Mr. Goldwater well as I do.) 



\\ 
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only to thanl: you 
trying to preserve 
to bury us, but 



Ky purpose in writing this letter is not only to thanl: 
for your worthwhile work as a patriot i: 
this republic from those who have sworn 
also tc ask you if there isn't something more I as a private 
citizen can do to help my country. 

/ 

At the present time, I try to keep informed or. legislation 
in Conr,re 33 , who voted for what, etc.; writ'* congressmen; 
talk Americanism with my patients; try to point out the 
urgency of the Communist menace, and the necessity for re coy 
rising that menace; encourage hard work, and good citizen- 
ship; try to be independent, and teach my patients to think 
independently of the Federal Government; encouraging the 
Free Enterprise System; and, lastly, flying the U.S. flag 
whenever possible. Eut, this is so little. - ’ 

literature which will develop the reader's 
place is in my waiting room, but I war.t to 



there something else I can do* 5 



I subscribe 
thinking, and 
do more . Is 



Also, does your organlze&icSi have any po 1 i c 
National Council of Churches which you would^para tv^'^is- 
close? I know the commies are trying to infim. tTra.r*oui^ ; ed- 

and it is entirely feasible tk -.t th ey / 
our religion, too. —j 
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ucationa] 
would ury 



system, 
to infiltrate 




V.’e are waking up here in Texas, Mr. Hooker, and we are stilly \ 

great in numbers when it comes to patriotism, ana believing 'f'-* 1 
t that this great Mation is 3 till worth preserving. We have 
1 a prdud heritage, end I would rather fight for it now than 
I have my son have to do it 15 years from now. 



With very best wishes. 




*** /* 



!o9l , 



13 , 1361 
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^ Cass **' article, Assistant 
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ac^rat-ly and native, y. t ari en^op.in - : -om' of v2 « i ?• Jt . 
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NOTE: Bu files con tain no inform ation identifiable with 

They enclosed two church bujfetin^Thich 

— w. of which included portions of the recent 

article written by Louis Cassels of United Press International, Correspond 
ent mentions she and her husband attended the Christian Anti-Communism 
school of "Dr. Fred Swartz . " — 





J • Edgar Hoover 

Department of Internal Revenue 

Washington, D. C. 



-.r . 



Honorable Mr • Hoover: 

Enclosed you will find two items mailed to us with in the pact 
three wee,:s from The First Methodist and The First Christian 
Churches in this area, both churches are members of The nation- 
al Council of Churches, v/uich perhaps explains the issue to a~ ’ 



He have read your book. Masters of Deceit and as many of your 
articles as possible. J J 



Tne enclosed articles as we read them do not correspond v/ith 
the message in your book. * ir 





He attended the Christian Anti- Communism 

at 

mu ei’i utUu. dm s . tOL’Ju- 

uj.itom. ..c sjesenoe to uttu reaa x; Jinan Events, U. S. i.'ev/s and 
World as ports. We have read The i.aked Conmunist, You Can 
Trust A Communist , rhilbriclts reports, Matt Cevetic, articles 
and reports by The house Un-American Activities Committee, 
Overstreets, harry Goldwater and many, many. others . 



Swartz ) 



Does this enclosed article mean tnat all Anti -Communists are 
self appointed vigilantes. Tr.at self education about Co. .nun- ! 
ism is wrong, ueiir; reference books such. Masters of Deceit 
pages 303, 304 & 305, Tne Waked Communist and house Committee !■ 
on Un— American Activities reports to mention a few. j 

Is it correct for a Church or other organization to devote * 
more tine criticzlng Anti-Communists than Communism and at ‘i 
the same time embracing the Russian Orthodox Church, recomm- 
ending the recognition of Red China, ooposing the showing of 
Operation Abolition. 
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L&8t> but) not least> t>o mention The Council favoring the 
abolishment of the house Un-American Activities Committee* 

We would appreciate an answer to this letter in order to 
straighten out the thinking (ours and many others included) 
on this array of conflicting statements issued bv vour 
department. J J 

ThaiJcyou. 



Sincerely, 
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The Director 



date: 
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FROM -: N. P. Callahan 



subject: The Congressional Record 
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to the original of o memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressioeal 

Record far < - 6 - «? / was reviewed and pertinent items wen 

Barked for the Director's attention. This farm has been prepared in order that 

portions of a copy of the original memorandum maybe dipped, mounted, and placed *■ 

to appropriate Bureau case or subject matte; files. ' . 
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to : DIRECTOR, RBI 
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orrespondence and Tours ) 

Re Cl airtel to Director dated 5/25/61 
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June 16, 1961 
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Dear 

I have received your letter of June 10 
and the interest prompting you to communicate l: 
appreciated. 

With respect to your inquiry, the film, 
"Operation Abolition," is sponsored and distributed by 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities, and 
the FBI had no connection with its preparation. As a 
mutter of policy, therefore, I did not undone this film 
ui-.d I am unable to make any ^mment regarding it. 

1 c incerely yours, 

. Ed^.'r Hoover 



r* 



John Edgar Hoover /Via-/ 
Director } 






NOTE: No information co 



with correspon 






Bufiles identifiable 



■.:»<* r 



— T 





ouncu ot churches of Christ (NCCC) includes In its 
•^Leo ch — - — membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 

uionc | ■' f critics of the Council without access to factual data to support their 

•ullivon - .. • . ^ assertions have claimed this group is communist controlled or 

__ influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. 

Hoc. —*=.-• (100-50869) - J l 

JuAjLi^y O teletype unit □ JCF:kkg (3) 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I belong to a Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation study 
group. My group has shown the film, Operation Abolition, at the 
city hall in Alton. There has been quite a controversy on the 

authenticity of the film and question to whether it is documentary. 

Also, many people have critisized the film in newspaper editorials as 
a distortion of the truth, a scare and hate film, or a pack of lies. 

I procured a booklet -sailed ’’Operation Abolition: Some 
Facts and Some Comments”. It is put out 'by the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. The booklet gives one the 
im pression that the film is shady and deceitful. 

I have heard from reliable sources that you have 
endorsed the film as authentic and documentary. I and many others 
respect your views and opinions on such matters because we believe 
you have been in the business long enough to know what our country 
is up against. 



I would appreciate it immensly if you would write 
a letter back to me expressing your views and opinions on the fUm. 
I would use this letter to settle some of the doubts and arguments. 

Thank you! 



Sincerely yours, 
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TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. 



J*' 1 "'" 

DeLoachiy 

t , ■ ; / 

h^.^Ay Jones 

J. ERWIN'^LLER 
LAY PRESIDENT 

NA TIONAL COUNCIL OF CH URCHES 
' "OF CHR IST (NCCC) 

COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
REQUEST TO SEE THE DIRECTOR 



BeJn.on! . 
Csllahnn , 



i>ate: 5-9-61 



Csllahnn y , 

/ 7 s 
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r Cvon* . 
Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Toeel 
Trotler . 
W.C. Sull 
Tele. R 
Ingram 
Gandy 
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Dr. Fred S^fiuschmeyer, the Washington secretary of the NCCC, ' 
telephone U 4-2350, called Mr. Kemper on 5-8-61 stating captioned individual would 
like to arrange an appointment with the Director at Mr. Hoover’ s convenience. 
According to Dr. Buschmeyer, Miller is very wealthy and travels constantly 
Unrguighout the country. If the Director should indicate he can see Miller, he (Miller) 
will fly to Washington for the appointment. Dc. Buschmeyer requested to be called 
regarding the result of Miller’ s request. 

INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 

The current edition of ’’Who’ s Who” lists James Irwin Miller as 
a manufacturer in Columbus, Indiana. He was born on 5-26-OS", and received an 
A. B. degree from Yale University in 1931, an M. A. degree from Oxford (England) 
University in 1933, and an LL.D. degree from Bethany College in 1956. 

Based on available information, the only reference identifiable in 
Bureau files regarding Miller was a United Press International ticker, dated 6-26-59, 
which reported that Senator Homer E. Capehart had asked President Eisenhower to 
appoint J. Erwin Miller, wealthy Columbus, Indiana, industrialist, as the Secretary 
of Commerce. (62- 461 26- A) 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of 
the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed 
this group is communist controlled or influenced. Although the Bureau has not 
investigated the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, 
USA (CPUSALto infiltrate it through our over-all investigation of the Party and 
communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations. £ r om irfwmati 
it does not appear that the policies of the NCCC are being dictated by the Communist 

Party. 
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On 3-23-61, the Dallas SAC forwarded a postal card addressed to a 
i the Methodist Church which contained the typewritten message: 

"The National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 
officially sponsored the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 

Of the 95 persons who served on this project, 39 have been 
affiliated with pro-Communist fronts, projects, and publications. 

: — J. Edgar Hoover " 

An SAC Letter was sent to all offices alerting them to this and other 
inailed in the Dallas, Texas, area. (100-50869) 







ATIONS: 



(1) That someone in your (Mr. DeLoach' s) office contact Dr. Buschmeyer, 

and advise him the uncertainty of the Director* s schedule precludes any 
^ointment being made. / 

tfS' ,./ v *v 
^ r ¥ vf 

(2) Due to Miller' s stature in the industrial field, it should be suggested 
chmeyer that Miller might desire to call the Bureau for an appointment 

ne he is in Washington and, if the Director is not in his office, the services 
tant will be made available.. j • ’•!/ 
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Enclosures (5) ’ 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism ■ 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information regarding * r ."Tv^.L 
the correspondent. ■ 
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June 16, 1961 




Dear 



i ij 



I have received your letter of June 13, with 
enclosure, and I am most appreciative, of your generous 
comment about my book, "Masters of Deceit. " 

Our cnurcbes have been m l v/lil continue to 
be i.i-i»ortant targets is* the over-all communist proaran of 
cnd> ; v :*rin[; lo infiltrate our established institutions, ana 
we must remain alert to siicii eiiorts to subvert our way oi 
life.' i’he cpm.iiunists have tried to exert i.neir influence* 
in eveiy part of our society, and I agree witli you whole- 
heartedly /that patriotic Americans must continue to take a 
fire stand against communism and combat it wherever 
possible. But tuis opposition to cor.jrraniu-r: must be careful, 
constructive a:\ positive, and it must Jiwayc be kept witiil.i j 
the kvv p-ocof.. of •;*"/. ‘ :rA-l , jJr;.e ill!;* * C. ; u’Kvan U 

•h his disc nsil si oJ co- •.*!r.!iiisn *_rit *%*ilh this fuo.vct both 
objectively ar. accurately. 

I am enclosing several * t setting forth r -j ^ 

views on this subject in tae belief ihej i.-.a r i»e of interest. 

v a: 

t*’ 

sincere ly yours, 



. O 




I 'InimV * 

I 

'!j L 

t 'Enclosures (6) 

(Listed next page) 
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June 13th — 61 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover- 

I am enclosing a portion of our State Church paper 
in which there is a quotation which has disturbed several of our 
members, who are trying to get our local Church to withdraw 
from the National Council of Churches. 

This gives a different impression than your book. 
Masters of Deceit,” (which is excellent) 

Is this taken out of context? Or is there no real 
reason for concern? T ' , . 

( 4 

Many of us feel that we do not want to be connected 
with an Organization, whose leaders are against the House Un- 
America Activities Com; and who are for admitting Red China to 
the U. N. 

/ 

Our Church board will act on this question Wed. nite 
June 21st and no doubt this quotation will have a bearing on the 
decision. 



I have the utmost confidence in you and will 
appreciate an answer as soon as possible. Thank you so very 
much. 



I am 



Most Sincerely 



i 






'?**?->* &U*, 

r*&lA. c^> 



yC **-*'1^6' &'Ut~&o /XL. CZ-<*£SjLA4**s£ *^U9j*s^ 

£jteLC£&t<ts/-) S *' ' 

^ ^v oW^ > <23. . 

C/C^L 2/ ^ 

•f A^-e. UZbz*^ ;k / y“ 

<&«J t4iz£f ‘ZftpsV&JeZt 




June 14, 1061 
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been received, 
appreciated. 



^our letter of June 3, 1061, with enclosure ha 
ana the interest which prompted you to write i 



*= ** be «r .errtee, u,,. m 

*mik* n.*l:o rvrlu- ^ nor C ? V0 ™'\ srA *£ 
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inquiry* ' • * r fl ‘ CS reliti :g to 111(5 subjects of your 
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The National Council of Churches of Christ fNCrr i • .. 

membership the leading Protestant churches h t£ ™ ?, ,te 

criUcs of the Council, without a«Ls to factual c ?“ try - Var ious 
assertions, have claimed this,™!,!,! factual data to support their 





Office of the F.B.I* 

Washington D.C., U.S.a. 

Gentlemen: 

There £as been much written ana discussed of late re- 
garding the Jtaxiouax Council of Churches*.' The First Pres- 

bytertian Church of Denver, Colorado and the First Presby- 
of Bollywood, California 

tertian Churchy recently announced their withdrawel from the 
National Council; due to its Communistic leanings. I have 
before me a copy of the objectives of the National Council, 
anu also, those of the communist party; taken from the HUAC 
Report # 187, 3/8/59, p45. Of the eighteen objectives list- 
ed for both, they are identical* I represent a group of 
mothers of small children, the generation of tomorrow, and 
we are very much concerned. 

Our last monthly church magazine announced that the 
Riverside Presbytery gave full support to the National Coun- 
cil. Some of our most substantial members have withdrawn 
the membership and affiliated with a church that is not coll- 
ected with the National Council. This is regretful, Indeed; 
however before we say or do anything we would like to be sure 

that we know what we are tROktng about. Sudden panic and too 

/. ' - JoCfy-Z g r 

much talk can often do unreparable damage. . . • 



• u- 



JUN 15 IgjQiV 



i . 



IBy husband is not an alarmist, nor will he listen to 
gossip, but he is our local representative to the Southern 
California Presbyterial Meeting to be held in Los Angeles 
the end of this month. I cannot even talk to him about 
this without more evidence to base my feelings upon. 

Do you have available for distribution to the public 
any facts pro or con on the National Council of Churches? 
If so would you send me as many as you are allowed to. 

Rev. Eugene Carson Blake recently gave an address in 
Los Angeles. Upon rereading it there is much between the 
lines that does not smell so good; in fact he speaks in 
circles, and contradicts himself frequently. Do you have 
any information as tp his affiliation in or out of the Cock 
munist Party? I would also appreciate dopies of that. 

Rev. Blake blasted Robert Welsh and the John Birch Society 
so much that we would also like any information available 
on it. 

We all are aware that the Communists would like noth- 
ing better than to see Americans panic, yet on the other 
hand the apathy of most as they listen to these do-gooders, 
is disgusting to say the least. As mothers we have read 
"Nine Men Against America" and "Masters of Deceit", but we 
are still in the dark about many things. 

We plan to meet regularly in study groups concerning 
national affairs thsl summer. If successful we hope ex- 
pand and enciude as mazy mothers or women like ourselves 
who are interested In knowing the true facts and hearsay 



that Is changed several times before it comes to us* 

We would appreciate any information now and regularly 
In the future that you feel would be of benefit to us, our 
children, and the nation. If you would this to the ' 
information you are able to send us on the National Council 
of Churches, Rev. Eugene Carson Blake, and the John Bireh 
Society, if will be very much appreciated. 



Sincerely, 






Your latter of June o. iD3.t, with cneio _>urc. 
ha^ been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write i-> appreciated. -r 



I would like to point out that in Assistant 
Director William C. Sullivan’s presentation of the true 
nature and objectives of communis ir, he has treated the 
subject accurately and objectively. Thio bureau ha., not 
issued any atatement*. regarding the Air Force manual, 

as you indicated in your letter. > 

’.A 

r *.‘ -* 

Your concern regarding the menace of 
communism is indeed ^understandable, and enclosed is / 

borne literature dealing with the general ^object of ir 

aubver-ion which may be of interest, along with your bulletin. 




Sincerely yours, 



t \ 

, r-i/ - 

£? J. Edg.tr Hoover 

MAiItd'*;. |7 4 . »' 

J* j. x - John Fd r y;r Tloover ^ 

c.'fv* ; / director 

_ / • .. j , ^ . 

E closure.-, ^4) ,H»,, ' ... •• • V* ' ' r / 

/ Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality /. //;*/? f 

/ Christianity TTpd^y sends j L r ,f}. ?:< -.re- 

' 4-17-61 statement ^Correspondent’ s enclosure returned \ *u • 

NOTE* No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. Enclosure was 
. ""a mimeographed sheet pertaining to Assistant Director Sullivan’s speech . - 
regarding communist infiltration of religion. This appears to be a church 

bulletin. , {■’ ■' ' ' >>*/ 

. RWE:ncrJ 3 ) \ •> / 

i>*iL no-jt.i llJ Tjoi/g' , 'ah|‘M 1Uf» I 



f John Fd ry ;r Tloover 
Director 
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Transmit the following in 



airtel 



Date: 6/12/61 

(Type in plain text or code ) 

AIR MAIL 

», — - (Priority or Method of Mailing) 



FROM: 



DIRECTOR FBI 

(ATTENTION: CENTR AL RESEARCH DESK] 
-SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59207) “ T 



NATIONAL COUNCIL- OP 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN 
THE USA - 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 



\\ P, 7 - 

; V ' • 

\Jjy 



Enclosed herewith for ~ihe Bureau, Attention Central 
Research Desk, is the 11 page mimeographed statement captioned 
^Statement of Admonition to the National Council of Churches 
'in the U. S. A." (NCC), which was adopted on 6/7/61 by the 
First Baptist Church of Alhambra, Alhambra, California. 

The attention of the Bureau is being directed to pages 
7 through 9 wherein director /J. EDGAR HOOVER’S report, 

"Communist Target Youth" is beiru d iscuss ed. It is noted . 

that Mr. HOOVER is described as "a re-n~-... L£:£ autho rity on , or-^.o L 
Communism in the United States" and all information is / hs'fi - [ 

favorable toward the Bureau and Mr. HOOVER’S report. L |c*L/3 

This "statement" was obtained by 

a member of this church. / ' 

i 

The statement is being forwarded to the Bureau 
! for its information. 



4 - Bureau (End. l) (REGISTERED) 

1 - Los »ngeles 

CEVJ/sgt > 
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the i V.-.vc .t .vhich : ro* ;.>t xj you to Torninuiiipate will? no. 
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SEE NOTE & ENCLOSURES ON NEXT PAGE 






ENCLOSURES 

Communism and Religion (Speech by W. C. Sullivan) 

4-17-61 Statement re internal security 
C ommunist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

NOTE: Bufiles contain nothing of a derogatory nature concerning 
■■■■■■■Band no record could be located regarding his publication. 
^^R^Sem^ent Airmail since he-4esires Mr. Sullivan’s speech by next 
Friday, 6-16-61. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FIT, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-508C9) 
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June 8, 1961 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

T 

I have been asked to appear on a panel at a church Bible school next Friday 
night. One question to be answered is "How has or how could Communism 
get into our American churches?” 

A very short but interesting article recently appeared in the newspaper 
mentioning that you have a representative on the road discussing this same 
question. I would like to have a copy of his talk, if available, or other 
pertinent information, also, any opinion you might have on the Nation al 
Council of Churches. 

I would also appreciate helpful information that might be used editorially 
or otherwise in our "Hanahan New s”, a small community newspaper reaclw 
ing approximately 13,000 persons 



Mr. Tetoe®— 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr | 

Mr. PoJtahop ♦-> 

Mr./C*J»d --SI 

Mr/n^ch.-*- I 

Mr. 1 

Mr. Mal'.nc I 

Mr. Rorrn — I 

Mr. Sullivan | 

Mr. Tovcl j 



Thank you for your help in this matter. 



I « 

W • 



Yours very truly. 



Kl m TB 



c m 
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June 9, 1 961 
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Your letter of June_f, 1931, with enclosure, has 
been rereived, and I wish to take this opportunity to thank you 
ior affording me the benefit of your observations. 

I regret that I am unable to be of assistance to 
veu regarding the matter of your in -airy. In carrying out its 
i.i . :ti. ..itivo r;..j:carJ»>iliti?c, fhe 1 '‘II do.:- 5 act make e nluatlui 
n: -ra .” oondusionr. as tc the character or integrity cl any 

organisation, individual or publication. I hop that you -."ill not 
in or in this connection either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

The quotations you refer tb'wcre made by me but 
a.' you may have noticed they were 1 3 Icon put cf conte.:t. Our 
chorch .. ’• ivo bur • : nJ will continue, tc be iriyortrut targets in 
the over -a 1 c.oimm;Tu c i program of endeavoring tc control all 
established institution... The communist > he -: r tiled to infiltnt 
every part of our ...mioty and Arceri. am. r.n.’i ..cutinvo to take a 
firm stand against communism and c unbit it vhorevar possibl •:>. 
But tills opposition to communism remit bo careful, constructive 
and positive, and it must a 1 ways be k pt v.ilhii the due process 
of law. In view oT.ycur roncern, I ;.m enclosing some material 
subject of communir .i. - ,< 



P" 

rn !• - 19c"l 

COMftFB! 

Enclosures ?4\ 



\ JVhat You Cin 1)6 To' *J%ht Communicm 
* One Nation’s Response to Communion. 



fin’ orcly yc \n «, v — ' 

J. £di,r»! Hoovar * 

4-17-61 statement re internal security 



:u £. 
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Series from Christianity Today 



JC T treb (S) 
.... — i 



PT~TT NO IF NETfT PAOF 



1C An ‘SI 



The National Council of Churches of 
NCCC) includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in 
the country. Various critics of the Council without access to factual data to 
support their assertions have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, , has not investigated the NCCCjflL (100-50659) 
He vigorously opposes the NCCC. Sullivan to Belmont memo of 9-22-61 
indicates that when a representative of the Bureau spoke before the Dallas 
Freedom Forum the Agent commented that Dr. Frederick C. Schwarz 
several "pitches" for articles in a book he had wr itten on communism. 



e quotations Mrs. UifaC refers to were taKeijirom me Director's 
address before the 28th Annual Convention of the National Council of Catholic 
Women on November 9, 1956, at Chicago, Illinois, entitled "The Twin 
Enemies of Freedom", a copy of this speech is not being sent because it was 
made in 1956. 
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Mr. J. E. Hoover: 

Enclosed is a booklet I just finished reading. This 
booklet made a tremendous impact on me to say the least. 

I am writing to you concerning some questions that have 
come up because of the book. 

Is this booklet factual? Do you have any information 
about the author Billy James Hargis? 

I specifically want to call your attention to Count #22 I 
and quotes from you. Will you confirm or deny this article? [ 

-r 

If these things are factual do you have anything that is 
new and up to date concerning the subject of the N. C. C. 

Now I would also call your attention to the Christian 
Century Magazine May 31, 1961 issue. There are 3 (three) articles 
tha t disturb me particularly 11 on pp 692 - Arizona - Response 20 
attacks. Conclusions I’ve drawn are the N. C. C. could be concerned with 
good works and still be socialistic. My question is How does it strengthen 
the faith. If it strengthens the faith good works will follow. 

2) Extremist Schwarz. To me this just proves that there 
are anti-anti communists. I’ve recently heard that the Presbyterian Church 
is warning its members not to get involved with anti-Communists. This 
article does a lot to discredit Dr. Schwarz in the eyes of the ministers in 
our country. Now I would ask this, Has Dr. Schwarz been run out of 
Australia as the ’’Bum” this article suggests or is this just part of a 
tremendous propagana program. 

3) PP 638 Christian Century Magazine Mr. Welch’s messiaship. 
This article also discredits J. B. Mathews & Dr. Schwarz. 

As a citizen I’m only looking for true facts. The articles In 
the Christian Century magazine only make it hard to believe the booklet 

enc,oaed - REC-7J / vtf 

1 . I would certainly appreciate any help I can get to learn the 

facts, any information or document concerning the above mentioned things 

would be greatly appreciated. 
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TO™auS“^uncU of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership 
the leading: Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, 
without access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed Ljs . 
group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-508S9) 
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ST. MARK’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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Shreveport, Louisiana 
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Mr. Tolron 

Mr. Brlmnnt-~ 
Mr. Mohr.Jk^l 
Mr. Call;ihan_ 
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/ Mr. Hvaas 

Mr. Italic _J 
Mr. Em — I 
Mr*. Gttwnan-’ 
Mr. T**d — 
Mr. Ti-.-;ter — 
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?. have received your letter of .Tune 2 and do appreciate' 
Hit interest which prompted your communication. 



It is always pleasinj to bear from citizens who demon* 
strate an awareness oi the problem of communism and a sincere 
desire to prepare themselves to mee t this challenge to our freedoms. 
A broad knowledge of the objectives and operations of the communist 
movement is essential if the / niericrn people are to effectively resist 

«»r. »di : r '•/ (*«: >'* vm wrifton *:i Hv* ht»nr» lhn* it would 






iniVueuCfO. r'y tv.'ur v :\n written i:i the hope that it would 
l : tu c*i : : :rt-?rer in .cumin the true nature of 



tills evil conspiracy, rn.i 1 am pleased to learn that you are lin.iug it 
tu be* of vuau in your slud : cs. I an. enciosin •, some material or. the 
subject id communism which you mr y like to read. 

With respect to your .n-piiry, inter .catian in r iil 
fires mujt be maintaineci cuufit'.e.idai pursuant to regulations o; 
the i-'eparLment oi Justice. I re^re; that I am unable to be of 
service and hope you will not infer in this connection either that we 
do or do not have the specific data you roo nested. 



“ mailuj 2 :» “ 

j..* . t Jio 01 
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Sincerely yours, 
J« Edgar Hoovei 
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DeLooch — Z3I Enclosures (4) .... ^ 

r von, What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

• Communist Illusion and Democratic Keality 

r 4-17-61 statement re internal security Series from "Christianity Today" 

t-o wet - n — j-j. -N 9 r £Er record couid be located in Bufiies concerning correspondent. 

%i^l3rtiV_salutation and_ciosing not being used since he did not use them. A ^ 

Indy ;«u- TEU TV ” L ,,wrl “t*ee Iran* lA$j(onjof bis last remark,. /lilalJLux^’*—^** 

• +• . ’ 
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NOTE CONTINUED. . . The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. 
Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support 
their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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June 2, 1961 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



* *% j * 




Am at this time in the process of reading your book 
entitled, ’’Masters of Deceit” and find it most interesting. Also 
am a member of the Masonic Fraternity, being a 32° mason so am 
most intrusted in becoming enlightened on ways and means of upsitting 
the communist regime in America. 




Would appreciate any official documents regarding 
communism and its affiliates, such as communists in churches, 
businesses, corporations and schools or as a matter of fact in all 
walks of life. How we are able to distinguish their actions in the above 
organizations and the due process to follow to upset their world 
domination plans. 

A I have been told there is communism in some of our 

churches here in America if so, what churches are communist 
inspired and what church leaders belong to the party. 

Have many more questions in regards to the above 
but you as a Masonic brother probably know best that for which I 
seek, Fiat Lux, 





Most Sincerely yours, 
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June 9, 19&1 
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Your letter of May 3i, 1961, with enclosures, lias been - 
received. I appreciate your interest in giving me the benefit of your 
observations, and I welcome the opportunity to clarify our position with 
respect to this matter. *' r ^ UD b ' 

/ * j 

^ ^ j 

Our churches have been and will continue to be important 
targets in the over -all communist program of endeavoring to infiltrate 
our established institutions, and we must remain alert to such efforts' to 
subvert our way of life. Th ; communists have tried to infiltrr.te every 
part of our society, and patriotic Americans must continue to take a 
firm stand against coir. munis n: and combat it wherever possible. But 
this opposition to communism must be careful, constructive and positive, 
and it must always be kept within the due process of law. In reference 
to Mr. Cassels’ article, Assistant Director William C. Sullivan in his 
discussion of communism dealt with this subject with all possible objec- 
tivity, candor and accuracy. i ^ 

K 



e:. 



an 



I am returning your enclosure as you requested, and I 
sending you some material on the subject of communisr. which 



also 

may be of interest. 

.I 1 !!* " idol 

COMM-rCI 



\\ 



o 






J 



Sincerely yours, 
i.\ riiaaf Hoover 



A / ': 



g Enclosures t4) 



Jehu Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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— / Correspondent's enclosure (see next page) 

*■ / Communism and Religion by Willian C. Sullivan 

I tXkZ ;fjQR M fffiristianity Today*’ Introduction 3-60LZB & 17th iTntl Conven- 

.“USgyC lUi N c* j. IDQl ■ r tion CP, USA. CJH:js (3) r 

m*, un,t.e=] 
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Letter to^ 

NOTE: Bufiles contain Stth 
to o°™«rd rSU 1 as a memter of the National Counter Subversive 
Activities Committee of The American Legion. 
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June 7, 1961 

NOTE continued: 

includes in its membwsWp tteSng Pr“tesfcnfch ' “f* (NCCC) 
country. Various critics of «,« g ,- °. estant churches in the 

to support their assertions, haye c^medlhi^^ro CC ? SS t0 factual ^ 
controlled or influenced The FRT g u 0up is COj nmunist 

the NCCC. (100-50869) ' ° f C0urse > n °t investigated 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have been unable to learn the truth of the statement that you had 
said that the- National Council of Churches was infiltrated with 
Communist I am most concerned as I have heard that ^atement 
made by speakers of colleges and it is being .made in m ^ yH ^ 
school commencement exercises. I belong to the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and we support the Council and the President 
of the National Council is a member of our brotherhood. I woul <* 
appreciate it very much if you could give me some information on 

this matter. , ' 

I just finished reading your book "Masters of Deceit" every 
American should read it. I would like to thank you for all you 
have done for America and may God bless you in your work. 

•' Thank You 



***** 
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Mr. De Loach 



date: 6-2-61 
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subject: 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



SYNOPSIS 




J/j • 

V ' /' ' 



/ * 






.. ^Vestry Committee o^St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Shreveport 
Louisiana, has prepared well- documented report concerning National Council * 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCCCA). This is very critical of NCCCA 
and contains a resolution by the Church Vestry that the Protestant Episcopal 
Church should withdraw from the NCCCA. “ r . 

Vestry Committee's report criticizes NCCCA for speaking out 
as the official voice of Protestantism in America, on controversial issues such as 
Seatlng of , Red Chil } a in the United Nations. It states that NCCCA, "although 
got communistic, has been an aid to the communist con spiracy.” (underlinin^added) 
Among NCCCA pronouncements and activities which the report berates is a 
pamphlet entitled "The Negro American— A Reading List” published by the 
Department of Racial and Cultural Relations of the NCCCA which lists books 
by W. E. B. DuBois, Herbert Aptheker and others of their ilk. 

Vestry Committee’s report contains references to FBI and 
Director indicating Committee holds Bureau in high esteem. Among specific 
items cited by Vestry Committee to substantiate its opposition to NCCCA are 
remarks last December by Dr. Joseph B. Hunter of Little Rock, who is affiliated 
with NCCCA, that "the FBI is just a secret police network which infringes on the 
individual rights of man.” 

Copy of Vestry Committee’s report and copy of transcript of 
conference between Committee and Dr. J. Quinter Miller of NCCCA are attached. 
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For information. 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont . 
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GV/G:par (8) 






Jones to DeLoarh Memo 
RE: NCCCA 



DETAILS 



,. t c* w an^enyelope postmarked May 29, 1961, and bearing the return 
address of St. Marks Episcopal Church, Shreveport, Louisiana, the Bureau has 
received copies of a booklet concerning the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA (NCCCA). This booklet, which is most critical of the NCCCA 
uonsists of a well- documented report concerning the NCCCA bv a Vestrv ' 

Committee of St. Marks Church. y 

. . . Review of this booklet reveals r that the Vestry Committee obviously 

a r great • ?? ^ 0f , tl ^ e> energy 311(3 fu3ds t0 its study of the NCCCA. Based 
upon the Committee s findings, the Vestry of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church adopted 
a resoiution on April 21, 1961, that ’’the Bishop of Louisiana be and he is hereby 
petitioned immediately to take such steps as may be necessary and expedient to 

frni^Thf ^ r . otest 1 ai l t Episcopal Church in the United States of America to withdraw 
from The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States.” 

HIGH LI GHTS OF THE VESTRY COMMITTEE’S FINDINGS 

' ic W ? n pa f e the report (copy attached) states, ’’The NCCCA has done 

Chnirh d w a . great nUm ?t r of things that we feel not in the best interest of the 
Church. V e have proved beyond a reasonable doubt that it has made a practice of 

speaking on behalf of all members of the 34 denominations comprising the NCCCA 
J ] 1 ®" „ | s m f 3c J not specifically authorized to do so. In this regard, it has been ’ 
deceitfui, in that it actually did desire the impression to be made on the public that 

»^“ y ccc;r 39 “ ■ (39 mimon me,nber6 - 016 34 den “ > “ ati '> ns 

... . NCCCA has far exceeded its rightful role in speaking out, as 

e o ficial voice of Protestantism in America, on such controversial issues as 

education, the right-to- work laws, the ethical considerations of the 
steel dispute, the seating of Red China in the United Nations, etc. 

- "The NCCCA, although not communistic, has bee n an aid to the 

communist conspiracy. ” (underlining added) “ “ — 



- 2 - 



Jones to DeLoacn Memo 
RE: NCCCA 



(2) On page 2, the Vestry Committee sums up its findings with the 
conclusion that " the National Council of Churches as it is presently constituted and 
operated, is a harmful and highly dangerous institution. ” 

ISSUE OF COMMUNISM 



On pages 10 and 11, the Vestry Committee reports that it could find 
no instance where " any responsible person” has accused the NCCCA of being a 
communist front or of having communists in executive or administrative posts — 

” But there is room for discussion of the extent to which activities or Pronouncements 
of the NCCCA or of high officials within it may have paralleled propaganda of the 
communists. ” 



The report is particularly critical of Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, immediate 
past president of the NCCCA, "who has been attacked most strongly as furthering 
causes which the Communists wish furthered. ” 

In criticising the NCCCA' s position regarding Red China, the report 
6tates, "When the National Council' s World Order Study Conference in Cleveland in 
195k recommended recognition of Red China by the United States and inclusion of it 
in the United Nations, the Committee of One Million Against the Admission of 
Communist China to the United Nations conducted a poll of Protestant clergymen 
throughout the nation. . . .More than 8,000 Protestant clerygmen responded to this 
poll by mail. Of this total, 87 per cent opposed both admission of Red China to United 
Nations and recognition by the United States. Only 11 per cent were in favor. Two 
per cent favored recognition but opposed admission, or vice versa, or said they 
could not make up their minds. " 

The Vestry Committee also cites the anti-HCUA attitude openly 
displayed by members of the NCCCA; and it deals very critically with a pamphlet 
entitled "The Negro American — A Reading List" published by the Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations of the NCCCA which lists books by W. E. B. DuBois, 
Herbert Aptheker and others of that ilk. 

SEVERAL REFERENCES TO FBI AND DIRECTOR 

Throughout the booklet, there are several references to the FBI and 
the Director which disclose that the Vestry Committee holds the Bureau in high 
esteem. In addition, "Masters of Deceit" is favorably quoted. 



Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: NCCCA 





As part of the material to substantiate its opposition to the NCCCA 
the Vestry Committee has cited a newspaper article published last December in * 
which Dr. Joseph B. Hunter of Little Rock (who is affiliated with the NCCCA) was 
quoted saying, "I think the FBI and the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
got together and subpoenaed a group of persons, hired a film company and then went 
out to San Francisco to make a propaganda movie ("Operation Abolition") in an 
effort to help the HCUA get their financial appropriations next month from 

Congress. .. .After all, the FBI is just a secret police network which infringes on 
the individual rights of man." 





INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 





St. Marks 
sent the 
.month and 
_ asked the 
s reply dated 



Bufile; 

Episcopal Church ! 

Director a mimeographed copy oi thS Vestry Committee’s 
offered to send printed copies when they were available. 

Director to send his comments concernins^h^jeport; h<^ 

?? ay w 9 ? 1 ' the Directo f advisedJMMjBfchat in view of his FBI position 
it would be improper for him to commen^egarding the Vestry Committee’s report. 

af . o . J" addition to a copy of the Vestry Committee’s report, there also is 
attached a printed transcript of the conference between the Vestry Committee and 
Dr. J. Qumt&iM^ller of the NCCCA in Shreveport last February. 
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to yc:i. I r*n also rolurum, your cticlesuru as you r 

— ;imlui . Sincerely yours, . \ . 

— : . I. ' .yf. < J. Edgar Hoover '. ; /■ * [• 

£ C OMM-fM ( 

— ■ (See List of Enclosures and NOTE next page) ; / 
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Letter to 




Enclosures (4) 

Correspondent's enclosure 

Attorney General’s list 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 



✓ 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 

He enclosed a clipping of a letter he had written to the Editor of a news- 
paper, the substance of which was the need for belief in religion as a 
deterrent to communism. /The clipping -contained a typewritten notation 
requesting its return. The'National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. 
Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support 
their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. 
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May 26,1961 



Director J. Bdgcr Hoover 
Federal JBurecu of Investigation 
VTc shington, D. C. 

^ -? -♦. r- 

Dear --Sir* . 

• • . # », * * * 



Mr. C 



f jp Ut * T ?} *W - - ||t 

I write this letter that I might increase my knowledge conce: rUni**"" 
the Communist lie that I might better serve both God and Countr; ,* 

most alarmed at the very evident infiltration of - Communism . now^oj- 




p - w t--' 

[ deeply entrenched within our society. I believe that the last bulwark 

1 J ~ ' • •-> • ” ‘ 

ih H ' of freedom, unconquerable, by the "Masters of Deceit" is theChurcbfS^ 

p- . Christ with its message of brotherly love. I do not know if such .^s 

i - your personal conviction but I dr know that our freedom is drawing^ to 
c • * 5J >•* ". 

j • rapid close unless the people of this great United States ^wake; tj 

.• * * a • .- 2 * .v . 

j‘ Materialism, ape thy, moral decay promoted b7 a dwindling o£ ^en*faief v 

spiritual conviction, all this, now washed in the ever incrSeing qjiit 

' 0 > 
eistlc Comnunist deceit has walked us to the very brink ofsdieaster. 

_ • 4^j 

A young person of twentyone (Just a few years younger than myself) 

rV . * . • -.v v 

. recently said that I was an alarmist and that Communism would never ho 



'- J ^ e ^6 n ln thfcsc United States, A prominent business man of Bost^.ssid^S;- 
r . - during fcconversction, "Maybe the Communists are right". If to teilMtt/ 
\»|PV;v. tjuth ijfcto be an alarmist then let us pray for more, for it* seems "thyJ^ 
V ^v%j?e»chea such a composure of contented indifference that" H fell ; 

ajfchock to arise many. To work, to speak with any autfcorit^^^^ 
^nvir^, one must have at his command more t > 
one bus! have a knowledge of the facts. To this 
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r information. 
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entitled, "The TruSk abvut the Foreign Pclic^^sectelation" strongly - 
'sets forth the Ratios 1 Council of Churches of Christ in the United 
States as an organization riddled with Communism. In pa ticular .lt^^' ; , 

points out a pamphlet published by the IICC entitled, "The Ne P^e^^rl'cVn” 

. v • / 

ss s book list heavily doced with Communism's deceit* Is it poss^l#*^ * 

' V 'V-V ' • 

for me to get :fi£terial, in detailed form, concerning the HCC • f 7 
‘ '•• . . *• ’ 
and wher6 might I obtain information concerning local penetration both - 



at Church and governmental levels ? I would like information concerning 
Church penetration throughout the United States - if possible 



- h* 

* rv/* 



(2) Does s list of subversive organizations exist such as We r. V-. 
signs when entering the service ? If so how might I obtain suW'^fe^ ‘ 

-• .. ^ '■ -aa -• j r- * 

• ... * * 

(3) Fuat is ycur opinion concerning the film "Operation Abolition"? 

I recently attended s showing of such in Rockland Massachusetts/ Cl ** 

thought thct there was little to be controversial in it. It mereley/ 
showed actual filminge in the courthouse and it wc6 all to evident what 
started and fed the. riots. ; ahen the showing of the film had finished, ' 

a minister,. vho had vigorously op^sed the showing of the film as' the.; . 
head of the Rockland area Council of Churches, blasted the film with 
s golden oratory. He called it a distortion of the truth and eyen^; ' 



used parts of Patrick Henry's famous speeoh. I had never iieard a^^ 
Communist. I do not know wether he wa3 genuine or not but if I ^'yer 1 .*^ 



expected to hear one speak against the film he aid it ss I had 

L.*$n^v ‘ ’ •• ; .. :k ’■ ■■ 

: ~ 1 by no .weans accusing him of being s Communist but what he said was 

PjSSv'v V - y:a» • . •• v' i: tJP&J&ggglia* 

I lii- 1 f t “ e r^ M » °«tory ... most convincing. . - 

> . .. I send s copy of s letter which was printed in s loc a l^ps per** •>/ ’ 

- 

. not to long ago* I send it that 70U might know I am most genu^ ^^ n^c.^ 



-*‘ J ... . 

®7 ceal^but I need knowledge to fight. Thank' you for' any til 

* * " . ' - *.< • r i ^ rrWi--' 

•£; • " • 

Sincereli 



, v©-r/ information in my behalf. 



£ . ? ■ . 
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June 5 ij(j i 




Yuj* letter cl \?ay it, 1-di, h*.s uacii x ec-iived, 
and bio lulu vest which prompted you to write is appreciate... 

/ lthough I would iiktnto be of service, the r Lil 
is an investigative agency of the he. serai Government anu, as 
such, Joes not make evaluations nor raw conclusions as to the 
ch-xacter or integrity of any organization, publication ox m-.ivk.ual. 
J regret tb.-t I am unvote to help you an., hope that you will not info:: 
m lain connection either tli.it we oo or that we <:o not have UU in 
o*-r lues relating to the subject of you* inquiry. In view of your 
inter, ust. in '.he accuracy ol a . -ov iixient pubxisixc by .elude* 
govern neaUl agency it is su^geste*. you may * csire to .xrect 
your request to the Honorable, The Secretary of the .Hr Force. 
Washington 25, D. C. 

' I j ^ 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
s-.iLyect oi communism which may be ox interest. 

Sincerely youiw. 



CL' 



rv 

vc. 



, ^ 



w:\ 



i/r.\ a v< i 



J. fc.l'/ll Hoev’fT. 

JihU slj^.ar UCCVwi’ 

Lir actor 



y 



/ 



Enclosures (4) 

Director's Statement Re Internal Security, 4-17-61 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy Of Religion , • | ; » } 

Communist Illusion And Democratic Reality (V-; . : \ l # 

Three^part series on Christianity To_ay /V . ■> j K 

•I ' r ( «r\y j . - ' ' 

NOTE: In view of the commonness of correspondent's name, only subversive^ 
references in the locality of Michigan were reviewed. On the basis of these *' 



I — ~\ | • 

ui' *,»• _ J r* i.: i m: «. ' ii • 1 i 

£FT:lmv (3) 



(continued on next page) 



NOTE CONTINUED: 



references, no identifiable information was located in Eufiles. Correspondent has 
reference to a training manual issued by Air Force in 1-60, which was critical of 
the NCCC. The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes 
in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 

The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 




Kay 25, 1961 

*■ i ; 

Hr. J* Edgar Hoover *— 

% Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

.Washington, D. C. 

Dear sir: 

■ 

I am becoming increasingly interested in fighting the 
Co.imunist menace. I hove recently become interested in studying 
the National Council of Churches, of which my chnrch is a 
member. I would appreciate it^very much if you would send 
me information relative to the degree of infiltration in this 

j* 

group. I am especially interested in a comment as to the m 

degree of accuracy of the Air Force manual which placed a 

f 

documented finger of doubt on the N. C. C. 





June 5, 1CG1 
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Your ietter of ?.5 ay 2G, with enclosures, lias been re- 
ceived. 



Our churches have been and will continue to be important 
targets in the over-all communist program of endeavoring to infiltrate 
our established institutions, and we must remain alert t - wich efforts 
to subvert our way of life. The communists have tried to o..ert their 
influence in every part of our society, and I agree with you wholeheartedly 
that patriotic Americans must continue to tm.e a firm stand agair.ot co. i- 
munisin and combat it wherever possible. JLtat Lniu opposition to 
communism must bo careful, constructive and positive, and it must 
always be l.ept within the due process of law. In reference to h r. Cassels' 
article, Assistant Director <Villiain C. Sullivan in hi6 discussion of commu- 
nism dealt '.vilh tliis subject with all possible objectivity, candor and 
accuracy. On pages 324 through 32C of my boob, "blasters of Deceit, " 
you will find a full discussion of this natter. 



Enclosed is one of my recent statements about the 
communist menace which you i:,aj fla.l of interest. 



1 



Tol*en _ 
B^liront 
Moh: 



i 



V-A51 ' o r r . 



eoMM-rr-i 



; l 



wi.icerely yours, 
Ed; .a Hoover 



Oollohon 

Con rod . <■ 

DeLooeh 
Evans 
Mol 
Rosen 
Soil. 

Tav*l . 

Tiotiei 
Tel*. R 



-£ enclosure 



- / — 4-17-61 Statement on Internal Security 

1 - ft? 4^aln^<3?%llUvan - Enclosure 

Inr^ri i ~ ' 






Gandy . 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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May 26, 1961 



J . Edgar Hoover, Director F. B. I. 
Dear Sir: 



The inclosed clippings should tell you something. 

Chief Inspector Wm*. C. Sullivan says infiltration 
in the churches is not true. 

The pamphlet from Austin Texas proves that he is 
wrong Also the record of the National Council of churches seems 
to follow the communist line, that also proves that he is wrong. 

/ 

How can he have your full approval when he is so 
at variance with other statements in Masters of Deceit . 

The communists are not stupid. Why would they 
neglect to infiltrate the churches. -Send their bright young men 
thru seminary, just as in Russia? 

f Sincerely, 



«* 




( 



'^O 





‘T. Cal la hop , _ / 
r. Cojirad_j£ 
r. 

t. Evan* 4 
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Mr 
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Mr. W.C.SulJi?iD 
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Mr. Ingram 
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I have received your letter of May 25, with 



enclosure, and the interest which prompted you to communi- 
cate with me on this occasion is appreciated. 



While I do wish it were possible to be of 
assistance, a long-standing policy of not furnishing eval- 
uations or conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication or individual will preclude 
my complying with your wishes on this occasion. I do . 
hope you will understand the difficulties involved. . . 



I * 



f. 



MAILED 31 

iJN- :H9SI 

COKM.FD1 



Sincerely ycurs, 
J. Ld^u/ Houve; 



r f 

j 



(/'■ , 

j //' 



y \ ■ *• 

li 



\- 
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T olr. an 



Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoarh 
£van« 



NOTE: on the Special Correspondents' List. His 

enclosur^^^resolution which instructs theTtfational Council of Churches 
of Christ to desist from engaging in areas contrary to their constitution and 
to refrain from giving the impression that they speak for constituted bodies 
or individual members of their Council. The National Council of Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading -Protestant churches 
in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data 
to support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled 
^ or influenced. The FBI, of course; <has not investigated the NCCC. 
-r(100-508CS) 
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I hr. vc rcceivv; your letter dated ilty 23 , 196 . 1 , 
i :r.l the h jorest waich prompted your co inuni eating witii 
.oc Ls appreciated. ~r 

/ 

hhile I would like to he of service, the juris- 
diction and responsibilities of the Fill do not extend to 
furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, organization, or publication. 
In keeping with this pel icy. therefore, l cannot comment 
upon the organizations uoiuifncd in your letter, liovcvjr, 
yo ; » siic.’J ! j.oi i:.r;r tha-l orr files 'Jo or do nil cotit afa 
liiJ’ormatl on co'.ccrviiitg them. 

In view of your interest in the internal security 
of the United States, I am enclosing two items of literature. 



/V' ! l i v 



<V. * .p 






Sir: ; *rc?.y yours, 
*'• "4 sat Jtfoc^s 



u? 

U J 



i^5 
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t/ 



Uu-"! osures - 2 



HOTh UK V LLOV. ; 



P 



1 _ *hc •orld Cpiujcil of C*.u.rc??cs is allegedly composed 

of Most of the Christian churches throughout the world nxccot 

_tne Roman catholic Church and certain small sects. Bufiles* 

^ contain no identifiable information of a derogatory nature 

concerning this organization. (100-231551) 
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RGTH CK Y? :U.Cr 

,atir?nrl Council cf the Churches of Cbrirt 
*j D0 * bccii investigated by thn Ifc ireau. V»e have kept v'orwst 
the efforts of the Ctt'xiunist Tarty (CP) to infiltrate 
through our over-all investigation of the CPU5A, It 
es not appear that the policies of this organization are 
ing dictated by the CP, (100-50869) 

Bufilcs contain, no idcr.tif ial ■!« refer' ncer in 
orrespc.ricnt • 

The f items oi literature r/ere sent to 
rrespondent: 

1. "What You Can l)o to Fight Cormaunifea 
anu Preserve America" 

2. T hc Director's statement on Internal 
Security '1-17-61 



\xj i!v»e 

tr. I; v*n 

It. Ti vel 

tr, S'r.U-r 

— !r. T%'. \*u!!ivma 
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. s r. Iu£r±m 

bi Candy 
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J. Edgar Eoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Sear Director Hoover: 

I have just con;,leted year book, 




very infor/ative and enlightening on coanunisa and how it works 

here in the United States. T 

~ « 

As a teacher, honenaker, and active church neriber, I have a • r 
question that I feel is very important to ry family, citer, state, 
and county. I would like to know if and how auch ta xational 
Council of Churches and the V.'orld Council of Churches Is H T r 
ti'ii u=a« xi 1 tr.ey are as infiltrated as I have read, why is it • " 
not a known fact to all Christians v:ho support it urfmowingly T 
llany people in the churches have been told or read that these 
organizations are communistic bat have no proof . lie need proof 
before we can take ary action. Is there ary publication or in- 
formation that you or your office would recommend as proof of 
infiltration of these two organizations? It seens to ae that '£ 
support of a cocnunistic organization is a crime against God %- ’J 



■»? 






and country. h r e do support the IICC and as far as I know the WCG 
The people should know if these organizations are infiltrated awr ^ * 
to what extent. I feel confident that I an asking the rtght V . 
person or persons, fcy writing this letter and will be anxious for 
an answer in the very near future. .. - * ^ 

Vi 
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Thanking you for your trouble, I 





5-27-6jl 



PLAIN TEXT 



telegram 




un \ 



DEFERRED - COLT ECT 



YOUR V IRE 0? TODAY RECEDED. T BI IS INVESTIGATIVE AGENCY. 

DOES NOT I '/rio EVALUATIONS NOR DivA.V 7 CONCL USIOVU AS TC 
CHARACTER CR INTEGRITY OF ANY ORGANIZATION, PUBLICATION OR 
INDIVIDUAL. THEREFORE, STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO ME NOT TRUE. 
FOR SAME REASON CANNOT SUGGEST BOOK OF TYPE TO WHICH YOU 



V}.' 



hAVE RTF CPF ED. 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. The National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading Protestant 
i hurdies in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to 
factual data to support their assertions, have cmi. i?d th ; s *roup is comiruvust 
controlled or influencetu The FBI, of couise, hat not investigated tnc *%CCC. 
(iOO- 50669) 
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2 8 JAN 1 0 1974 
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Your letter of May 17, 1961, lias been received, and 
the interest wliich prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like To be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret that 
I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in tills connection 
either thr.t we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to 
yuur inquiry. ; 



I am enclosing some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism wliich may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

H f < •: j ?vnr 



iU 



John Edgar Hoover 
i . Director 

1 1 

Enclosures (3) . I 

Statement 4/17/61 / 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
God and Country or Communism? 



l 

\ 

v 




NOTE: Bufiles indicate that by letter dated 11/25/60 correspondent was 
advised that she should feel free to write to the Director at any time or 
contact her local Field Office If she felt she had information of value. 

At thi« time she was forwarded communistic literature; however, different 
publications are currently being sent. The National Cooncil of Churches 
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(Note continued on next page) 



Note Continued: 



of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membershp the leading Protestant 
churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access 
to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is 
communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 




TRUE COPY 
May 17, 1961 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Several months ago, I became aware of the Communist 
Menace and wrote you for information which you so kindly sent. There 
are so many articles written on the subject — some so violently — that 
I feel you are one of the only ones who can give me accurate information. 

Most recently I was given a copy of your three articles 
written for Christianity Today, and I agree thoroighly that Christiamty^ 
is our major weapon against Communism. My husband and I are parents 
of three young children, and we all support and attend our local 
Presbyterian Church. It is directed by and supports the National Council 
of Churches. This organization has come to our attention recently, 
and we are shocked to find an apparent infiltration of Communists. 

Can you please helj us? We sacrifice to support our 
Church and certainly don’t want this mcney going to aid the course 
of Communism. 

Thank you so much. 
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Date: 5 / 2 5/61 
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( Type in plain text or code ) 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CINCINNATI ( 94 - 223 ) 



4//. 



.( 7 /, 






H (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) I 

BUDED 5 / 29/61 , , 

* . * 

Re Bureau airtel to Cincinnati, - 5 / 22 / 61 . 

The captione^j^^^^ial was contacted at her residence 
on 5 / 24 / 61 , by SA mUH^^^^^an^^mforraed in accordance with 
instructions in re a^teTT^^H|HBBJ stated that the 
evangelist referre^t^i^T^^Rfte^to the Bureau dated 5 / 15 / 61 , 
j.s the Reverend JUHJBU^^^^an^tha^sh^belie ves that he 
th? pas^^^^ThurHTatVHHBHHHj^B She related that 
Reverend ^^^^^^Jrecentlv^ conducte^ ^te^oay evangelistic 
meeting Church inMH 

^jHHf^^was furnishe^with the reprints furnished as 
enclosures^w^l^reairtel . expressed great 

admiration for Director HOOVER^an^the work of the Bureau. She 
. '■'onrnented that she greatly appreciated the prompt attention 
received by her inquiry to the Bureau. 



3 -Bureau 

2 -Indianapolis (Enc. 3 ) 
1 -Cincinnati 

.HEC/EDM:blb 
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Approved:.. 



Special Agent in Charge 
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Cl 94-223 



There are attached hereto for the Indianapolis 

Office; 




1. A copy of Bureau alrtel 5/22/61. 

2. A copy of letter 5/15/61, from® 



Indianapolis should: 



Check their indices on the Reverend 
If no information exists to the conti^^^^ 
contactnlra and make it crystal clear that the FBI: 

A. Does not comment concerning the character 

or integrity of any organization, publication, 
or individual. 



B. Let him know that an unnamed person in Columbus, 
Ohio^attend^an eyangelisti^neetin^^r the 

kur c|f in^BMHM^^and 
otcriDuce^c^him the sratemen^^Reg^tered 
Communists are connected with our National 
Council of Churches" and that proof could be 
obtained from FBI In Washington, D. C. 

C • Inform him that the FBI has made no comment 
concerning the National Council of Churches 
or any similar organization. 

D. Furnish him the attached copy of the manuscript 
of Chief Inspector WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN entitled 
"Communism and Religion" dated 2/22/61. This 
document was approved by the Bureau. It 
contains the Director's sentiments, and was 
used as a basis for delivery by Mr. SULLIVAN 
to a meeting of approximately 1,000 clergymen 
on the date indicated in Cincinnati. Page 
5 should be of particular attention to him. 



•JP!f 
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Cl 94-223 



E. Correct his erroneous impression about 

alleged FBI statement and ask him to desist 
from such statements in the future. 

If the Bureau has any objection to the 
proposed procedure, sutel Indianapolis, prior to 
commencement of business on 5/31/61. 
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5-22-61 



** ^Alrtel 



/ ' ' 

To: JnC, 



Cincinnati 



io^7 



Fron: Director, FBI 




BUDED 5-29-C1 



AND TOURo) 




Enclose^r^w^opiee of aletter dated 5-15-61 received 3Jom 
captioned individual. not identifiable in Bufiies, and she JfiJ been 

informed that she will n^Wmaccea immediately concerning the matters she 
mentioned. 



An /igent of your office should contact correspondent and inform 
her of the confidential nature of our filet; and our inability to comment concerning 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. The 
<^Uc^MU^:rints can be given her. secure the name of the evangelist to whom 
erred and assure her that the FLI has not made any &tatemeni^ 
felauv^otne National Council of Churches of Chri6t or any other religious'^' 
group. Advise the Bureau when action completed under same caption,' your reply 
to be received no later than 5-29-Ci. 



For your own information, the National Council of Churches of 
Christ includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. 
Variou.*; critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
..assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or infiltrated. The 
Bureau, of cour.-c, has net investigated the Nation:* l Council of Churches of Christ. 



Enclosures (7) \ , , • 

2 copies of incoming letter l '■),■■ 

- — What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

' .T .. Director's Statement re Internal Security 4-17-61 
Introduction 4-61 LEB 
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Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Series from Christianity Today i 

Follow-up made for 5-29-61 .* r 
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May 22, 1961 






De;tr 

Your letter of May 15, 1961, has been received, 
and a Special Agent of our Cincinnati Office will contact you 
concerning the matters you mentioned. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



1 - Cincinnati 

See Buairtel 5-22-61 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, 1). C. 

Gentlemen: 

Recently, an evangelist spoke in our church regarding 
communism in the United States. He brought out the fact 
that registered Communists are connected Kith our'Wtipnal 
Council of Churches. We have had other literature regard— 
ihS the Communistic statis of some of the officials in the 
national Council of Churches* but our church members refuse 
to believe it. The above-mentioned evangelist stated that 
if we want proof, we should write to the FBI in Washington 
and that you would send us literature supporting these claims. 

appreciate anything you nri ght send that will assist a 
few of ur in opening the eyes of sleeping Christians who arc 
sending their money to support the National Council of Churches. 
Thank you. 



Tours truly. 
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